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HOW 0 KELE EFFATI

[CRVORIETRNTN

remaining friends. ! con win on

orgument on any jopic, against
any opponent. Peaple know this
ond steer clear of me ot parties.

Ohten, as a sign of their graat
respect, they don'l even invite me.
You oo con win orguments. Simply

latgue very wefl. Ask any of my

" lollaw these cules:

Drink Liguos
Suppose you are ot & parly ond
some hotshot intetleciual is

_axpounding on the aconomy of Pery,

a subject you know nothing abour. f
you're drinking scme health-foaotic .
drink fike grapefruit juice, you'il
hang back, ofraid to disploy your
ignoratice, while the hotshor
enthrolts your dote. But if you drink
several Jarge mactinis, you'l
discover you have strong view:
about the Peruvian economy. You'll
be a weahh of information. You'll
argue forcefully, offering seoring
insights and possibly upsetting

furmiture. People will be impressed.

Some may leave the room.

tMoke Things Up

Suppose, in the Peruvior economy
argument, you are frying lo prove
thot Peruvians are underpoid, a
position you base solely on the faci
that you ore underpoid, und you'd
be domned if you're going 1o let o
bunch of Peruvions ba betiac off.
Don't say: *I think Peruvians ore
wnderpaid.” Say instead: “The
averoge Peryvian’s salory in 1981
doflars odjusied for the revised tox
base is $1,452.81 per aonum,
which is $836.07 below the mean

n ookt Yo OB 3L

NOTE: Always make up exact
figures. If an opponent asks ycu
whera you got your information,
make thot up too. Sny “This
information comes from D¢. Hovel
T. Moon's study for the Buford
Commission published on Moy 9,
1982. Didn's you read i?” Say
this in the seme tone of voice

"you would use 1o say, “You left

your soiled underwear in my
bathroom.”

‘tse Meaningless Rut
Weighty-Sounding Words and
Py
Mamorize this list:

Lat me put it this way

0 fevms of

Vis-awvis

Per se

As it wers

Quo
So 1o speak

You should olso mamerize some
Latin abbreviations such as
“QED."” “e.g.  and “i.c.” These
ore ofl short for *1 speok Lotin, and
you don’t.” Here's how 1o use thess
words ond phroses. Suppose you
want 10 say, "Peruvians would like
to ordes oppatizars more often, but
ihey dont have enough money.”
You never win arguments falking

 Tike that. Bur you With win if you

soy, ‘Lat me put it this way. In
terms of oppetizers visovis
Peruvians que Peruvians, they

" would like 1o order tham more

ohen, 50 fo speak, but thay do nal

hove enough monay pet 3¢, os it
ware. Q.E.D.* Only a fool weuld

chal

ilee Snapp¥ ond Yrrelevont
Comebock.;

You need an orsenal of all-purpose
irrelavant phroves fo fira bock at
your apponents when they moka
valid points. The best are:

You'te bepging the question.

You're baing defensive.

Dont compare apples to
oranges.

What are your porameters?

This loat one is especialty
wluable. Nobody [other than
engineers and policy wonks) has the
vaguest idea what “porometers”
means. Hera's how 1o use your
comebacks:

You say: "As Abrabam Lincoln
said in 1873 . . .7 "Your opponent
soys: “Lincoln died in 1865.7
“You say: ~You're begging the
quastion.”

You say: “lLibevians, like mos!
Asians . . ." Your opponent says:
“Liberia is in Africo.” You say:

“You're being delensive.” -
are Your Opponent to
Adolf Hitlee

This is.your heavy arfillery, for when
your opponant is obviously right
and you are spactoculorly wrong.
Bring Hifler up sublly, Soy, “Thot
sounds suspiciously like something
Adalf Hitler might say.” or “You
cerainly do remind me of Adolf
Hitler.”

So thot's it. You now know how
‘o outargue orybady. Do not xy ©
pull cny of this on people who
generally cosey weopons.




